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Kandahar, AFGHANISTAN.      

     For those of you who have recently been 

to Afghanistan, you may have noticed the 

bulbous, Russian built Mi-17s flying around 

Kabul, Herat and Kandahar.  What you may 

not have known is there was a pretty good 

chance there was a USAF CSAR pilot or FE 

as part of the aircrew flying that Mi-17.  

They are part of the Combined Air Power 

Transition Force or CAPTF.  CAPTF has 

been around since 2007 and has the mission 

of ñsetting the conditions for a professional, 

fully independent, and operationally capable 

Afghan óair forceô that meets the security 

requirements of Afghanistan today é and 

tomorrowò.  The aircrew members of 

CAPTF interact with and mentor the Afghan 

National Army Air Corps (ANAAC), whose 

mission is to ñprovide trained and ready air-

men and soldiers to execute critical tasks 

from the air in support of the Afghan Na-

tional Army, and when directed by the Min-

istry of Defense and General Staff, to support 

by air the civil authorities of Afghanistan at 

all levels.ò  The ANAAC is equipped with 

AN-26, AN-32, C-27, Mi-17, and Mi-35 air-

craft.  All of the aircrew assignments in 

CAPTF are currently being filled with USAF 

manpower.  All of the rotary wing aircrew 

billets are filled by former UH-1, HH-60, and 

MH-53 aircrew. 

     The primary missions for the Mi-17s are 

Presidential/Distinguished Visitor transporta-

tion, battlefield mobility, and basic cargo 

airlift.  They operate mostly in day VFR con-

ditions, but the plan is to expand the 

ANAACôs rotary wing capability to operate 

using NVGs and in IFR conditions.  The mis-

sion is expected to grow to include 

MEDEVAC & CASEVAC, mission qualifi-

cation training, and light attack.  All of these 

mission sets dovetail into the concept of us-

ing an indirect--ñsoft powerò--application of 

military power against insurgent forces in 

opposition to a foreign government the US 

deems legitimate.  This is another way of 

saying ñIrregular Warfare.ò 

     ANAAC Mi -17s were recently employed 

in a number of missions that legitimized the 

Afghan government in the eyes of the local 

population.  They were used to insert Afghan 

Special Forces units into towns under possi-

ble Taliban influence.  These actions demon-

strated the national governmentôs ability to 

project power anywhere in the country.  They 

were also used to support rescue and recov-

ery operations after a series of recent natural 

disasters.  Near Kandahar, 83 Afghans were 
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ANAAC Mi-17 supports recovery operations after an 
avalanche in the Salang Pass. 
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supplies.  These operations help immensely 

in restoring faith in the governmentôs ability 

to provide desperately needed assistance to 

the local population after a catastrophe.  

ANAAC Mi -17s were also used to deliver 

blankets and other winter supplies to areas 

that were affected by an unusually harsh win-

ter.  These missions provided an opportunity 

to show the national governmentôs ability to 

display soft power by caring for and meeting 

the basic needs of its people. 

     The USAF crews flying with the ANAAC 

are supported by USAF maintainers who are 

mentoring the Afghan maintainers.  The 

maintainers are making significant progress 

in helping the Afghans with their mainte-

nance philosophy.  The maintainers recently 

stood up a Non-Destructive Inspection Labo-

ratory, improved tool room procedures, and 

established numerous training courses to in-

clude weight and balance procedures, weld-

ing, and hoist procedures.  The CAPTF mis-

sion is slated to expand greatly in the near 

future and demonstrates how USAF forces 

are currently supporting national objectives 

through irregular warfare operations. 

     Text and photos provided by Lt Col 

Bernie ñJeepò Willi, formerly of ACC/A8R 

and currently serving as the Rotary Wing 

Program Manager in the CAPTF/J3. 

relocated to a neighboring 

village, which provided 

comfort, aid, and shelter.  

After a devastating ava-

lanche in the Salang Pass, 

ANAAC Mi -17s recov-

ered 75 survivors and two 

bodies, inserted 40 Com-

mandos, and delivered 

4,500 lbs of blankets and 

PR Experts Provide IW Assistance in OEF (conôt.) 

Mission Area ANAAC Mi-17 returning from a mission to rescue 83 
Afghans stranded in flood waters near Kandahar. 

Tucson, ARIZONA. 

Exercise ANGEL THUN-

DER 2010 was conducted 

at Davis-Monthan AFB 

(DMAFB), AZ from 12-

23 April 2010.  The pur-

pose of ANGEL THUN-

DER is to prepare the 

Guardian Angel 

Combat Air Force (CAF) personnel in Per-

sonnel Recovery (PR) mission execution of 

composite force operations with USAF, 

Joint, and inter-agency participation.  AN-

GEL THUNDER complements the large 

force exercise training accomplished in RED 

FLAG preparing the CAF for theater opera-

tions or stand alone taskings, as in the Close 

Air Support (CAS)-centric GREEN FLAGs 

at Barksdale AFB, LA and Nellis AFB, NV.   

ANGEL THUNDER is not intended to re-

place CSAR participation in RED FLAG, but 

rather provides exposure to the CSAR mis-

sion for all CAF participants.  ANGEL 

THUNDER is intended to provide the train-

ing audience an opportunity for CSAR and 

Angel Thunder Provides Largest Ever Training Op for 

US/Allied/Partner Nations & IGOs to Exercise PR TTPs  
joint elements to interact, with minimum ad-

ditional personnel tempo demands with Lim-

ited Supply/High Demand assets. 

     Exercise ANGEL THUNDER had very 

humble beginnings in late 2005.  After sev-

eral years of current operations in Operations 

ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREE-

DOM, the exercise started with a small cadre 

of planners outlining a need for CSAR units 

to increase their training and knowledge in 

conducting the traditional ñhigh-endò CSAR 

mission.  The first exercise was conducted in 

October 2005 with elements of the 563rd 

Rescue Group and support from the 355th 

Fighter Wing. 

(continued on next page) 
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Guardian Angel 

     The squadrons had been requesting a  dy-

namic, dedicated USAF PR exercise to sup-

port spin-up training located in an environ-

ment similar to deployment locations.  In 

November 2005, Air Combat Command 

(ACC) research was conducted to align all 

assigned Squadrons with exercises that 

would support their Design Operational Ca-

pability (DOC) Statement taskings.  The ex-

ercise received ACC Sponsorship in 2006 

and ANGEL THUNDER was subsequently 

conducted in July 2007 and December 2008, 

growing larger with each rendition. 

     A typical ANGEL THUNDER is a scal-

able venue designed to train the warfighter in 

mission planning, execution, and integration 

within a full CSAR operations structure, to 

include training for irregular warfare and 

preparing for real-world deployments in a 

realistic combat environment using the        

DMAFB training areas and the urban training 

site at Playas, NM.  Detailed exercise objec-

tives included: 

Focused PR training to prepare CAF assets 

for upcoming Air Expeditionary Force de-

ployments, including Sandy Training, Res-

cue Escort (fixed/rotary wing), High Alti-

tude, and Urban CSAR; 

Expanding USAF PR Irregular Warfare 

capabilities, including Maritime Operations 

and Non-conventional Assisted Recovery; 

Integrating realistic global response force 

scenarios for Humanitarian Assistance, 

Disaster Relief, and Non-Combatant 

Evacuation Operations (NEO); 

PR Engagement through security coopera-

tion & building partnership capacities; 

Enhancing PR Command and Control (C2)

capabilities by setting up and using the 

Rescue Operations Center, integration of 

the 12th Air Force Combined Air and 

Space Operations Center; and Intelligence, 

Surveillance, and Reconnaissance integra-

tion; and 

Integrating Information Operations through 

Public Affairs and Message Alignment. 

     Interagency play in ANGEL THUNDER 

fills a current void in planning, educating, 

training, and rehearsing for personnel recov-

ery missions that must be conducted under 

the US Embassy Chief of Mission.  Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA), Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Department of 

State (DoS), and other interagency personnel 

participation in this type of training is a high 

priority for Office of the Secretary of De-

fense and National Security Council staff.  

National strategy and personnel recovery 

policy clearly indicate that future personnel 

recovery success requires a Department of 

Defense (DoD)/interagency team.  DoD com-

ponents have to address personnel recovery 

needs and interoperability among interagency 

partners and build awareness of the role of 

the Country Team.  As implementation of 

national policy, ANGEL THUNDER is the 

first venue to practically apply these docu-

ments in a rehearsal setting. 

     This iteration of the exercise was enor-

mously successful!  It was the largest AN-

GEL THUNDER to date with over 1,270 

participants from the US Military, DEA, FBI, 

DoS, National Park Service, National Recon-

naissance Office, National Geospatial-

Intelligence Agency, and representatives 

from Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colom-

bia, France, Germany, United Kingdom, and 

the European Air Group receiving training.  

Fifty-one aircraft from 22 different units flew 

329 sorties totaling over 880 flight hours dur-

ing 29 alert periods.  These units represented 

USAF PR units, Rescue Escort, Command 

and Control, and Airlift and 

Support aircraft from ACC, 

Air Force Space Command, 

Air Mobility Command, the 

US Army National Guard, 

the DEA, and the Nether-

lands.  This combined effort 

resulted in 164 ñsavesò dur-

ing the exercise and meeting 

all the outlined training ob-

jectives. 

     Text provided by Michael 

Korcheck, Col (ret), USAF.  

ñKorò is a former com-

mander of the 563rd Rescue 

Group and is currently em-

ployed as an Operations 

Analyst / Personnel Recov-

ery SME by Pioneer Tech-

nologies Corporation. 

     Read more at http://

www.af.mil/news/story.asp?

id=123199914 and check 

out AFBlueTube on You-

Tube.com to see a variety of 

video clips. 

Angel Thunder Overview (conôt.) 
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USAF Personnel Recovery Test Grows Bigger Wings 

Nellis AFB, NEVADA. 

     The Air Force now has 

the personnel and an or-

ganization to support leg-

acy test for all Combat 

Search and Rescue 

(CSAR) coded weapons 

systems.  The HH-60G, H/

MC-130P/N and Guardian 

Angel each have their own 

test division.  Testing the 

Rescue triad together is 

nothing new to the CSAR 

mission area.  Dating back 

to 1993, the Combat Res-

cue School (CRQS) at 

Nellis AFB, Nevada, was 

created carrying the leg-

acy of Air Rescue Service.  

However, the school only 

lasted just over two years 

before it was deemed best 

to integrate the structure 

directly into other ACC 

organizations.  Two such organizations are 

still in operation as the 34th Weapons Squad-

ron (HH-60G Weapons Instructor Course) 

embedded in the USAF Weapons School, 

and what is now the CSAR Combined Test 

Force (CTF). 

     The CSAR CTF 

has evolved from a 

chain of events keep-

ing test alive for the 

HH-60G.  HH-60G 

Operational Test and 

Evaluation (OT&E) 

function began at the CRQS, Nellis AFB, in 

1993.  In 1995, HH-60G OT&E transitioned 

from the CRQS to the 57th Test Group at 

Nellis AFB.  By the beginning of 1996, HH-

60G OT&E responsibility rested entirely 

with the 422nd Test and Evaluation Squad-

ron (TES) HH-60G Division.  In an effort to 

streamline H-60 test, a single organization 

was combined from the 422 TES and De-

tachment 1, 46th Operations Group at Hurl-

burt Field, Florida, then owner of HH-60G 

Developmental Test and Evaluation (DT&E).  

The new unit was named the H-60 Combined 

Test Force (CTF) and was located at Nellis 

AFB, Nevada.  The new unit was responsible 

for both Developmental and Operational 

Testing for the HH-60G.  

     Approval to remove HH-60G OT&E from 

the 422 TES was captured in HQ ACC Spe-

cial Order GB-101, effective 1 Oct 2002.  

The 12 government positions previously as-

signed to the 422 TES HH-60G Division 

were now reassigned to create the HH-60G 

CTF Flight.  One year later, on 1 Oct 2003, 

all USAF CSAR assets under ACC, to in-

clude HH-60G operational testing, were 

transferred to AFSOC.  The AFSOC unit 

responsible for HH-60G OT&E was desig-

nated as Detachment 3, 18th Flight Test 

Squadron (FLTS), Nellis AFB, Nevada.  Ef-

fective 3 Apr 2006 by Special Order GB-65 

the unit moved back to ACC as the HH-60G 

Combined Test Force Flight (HH-60G 

CTFF) was assigned to the 53d Test and 

Evaluation Group (TEG), Nellis AFB.  As 

the CSAR test mission moved back under 

ACC, the test focus began to grow to include 

all three Air Force Personal Recovery (PR) 

weapon systems.  The H-60 CTF needed a 

name change to reflect the added responsibil-

ity resulting in the CSAR CTF designation 

under the USAF 

Warfare Center 

(USAFWC, ACC, 

Nellis AFB, Ne-

vada) and Air Ar-

mament Center 

(AAC, AFMC, Eg-

lin AFB, Florida) 

memorandum of agreement (MOA) signed in 

2007.  Soon the HC-130 test mission started 

to take shape at the CSAR CTF.  A new Op-

erating Location ï Alpha (OL-A) was estab-

lished as part of the HH-60 CTFF at Davis 

Monthan AFB, Ari-

zona to execute HC-

130 Operational Test 

and Evaluation.  The 

additional mission 

growth and personnel 

required to support 

that initiative enabled the Operational Test 

portion (ACC) of the CSAR CTF (HH-60G 

CTFF) to be redesignated as the 88th Test 

and Evaluation Squadron (88 TES) which 

was codified under special order GB-28 ef-

fective, 29 January 2010. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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Test & Eval 

cue does not launch and 

leave; they land, pick them 

up and bring them home.  At 

the end of every day, AIR 

FORCE RESCUE never for-

gets (and the CSAR CTF 

works to perfect)  ñThese 

things we do, that others 

may live.ò  

     Text and graphics pro-

vided by Lt Col Dan "Five" 

Jefferies and Greg ñBrutusò 

Barber.   

     Lt Col Jefferies is the 88 

Test and Evaluation Squad-

ron Commander at Nellis 

AFB, Nevada.  He is a Com-

bat Search and Rescue HH-

60G Command Pilot cur-

rently flying test missions, 

"Perfecting these things we 

do, that others may live."  

     Greg "Brutus" Barber is 

the PTC Nellis AFB Task 

lead.  He is a retired Combat 

Rescue UH-1N and HC-

130P/N Command Pilot di-

rectly supporting test efforts 

of the CSAR CTF.  

Test Organization Grows Bigger Wings (conôt.) 
     So what does that mean to the average Air 

Force Rescue guy or gal flying the mission?  

It means there is only one place to call re-

garding queries about the HH-60G, HC/MC

-130P/N, and Guardian Angel weapons sys-

tem equipment upgrades and their tactics, 

techniques, and procedures (TTP).  The 

CSAR CTF now supports the warfighter of 

all three weapons systems with the rigor re-

quired to provide combat ready solutions.  

The CSAR CTF is comprised of the AFMC 

Developmental Test Portion (Det 1, 413 

FLTS) and the ACC Operational Test portion 

(88 TES).  The organization is manned with 

military members, civilian personnel, and 

contractor sup-

port personnel 

that collec-

tively are di-

rectly responsi-

ble for the full 

spectrum of Air 

Force PR test-

ing and address 

the integration and interoperability require-

ments of the Combat Air Forces (CAF) res-

cue platforms.  The background of the cur-

rent CSAR CTF includes operational deploy-

ments and enables them to understand the 

challenges and issues facing the rescue com-

munity.  The Director, Lt Col Daniel E. Jef-

feries (ACC) and his Deputy Director,  LtCol 

(sel) Jeffery Mabry (AFMC) are both experi-

enced HH-60G pilots.  The 88 TES Opera-

tions Officer is Maj Martin Crawford sup-

ported by two Assistant Operations Officers; 

Maj Ryan Voneida (HH-60G/GAWS), Maj 

James Brunner (HC-130P) and are supported 

by three flight commanders, Maj (sel) Jenn-

fier Aupke (HH-60), Capt William Chase 

(GA), and Maj (sel) Matthew Baack (HC-

130 N/P).  Each division is supported by a 

unique test management team that combines 

resources when/where able.  The synergy 

brought to materiel equipment improvements 

and TTP development with PR weapons sys-

tems merged in one organization brings solid 

solutions vetted for the entire PR package. 

     Growth for the CSAR CTF continues to 

occur.  With HC-130J test manning flow be-

ginning in FY11, the HC-130 Test Division 

(88 TES, OL-A) will most like become a de-

tachment of the 88 TES by mid 2011.  Fur-

ther growth in the next couple years will in-

clude testing of the HH-60G  Operational 

Loss Replacement aircraft and follow on HH

-60G recapitalization efforts.  New systems 

are expected to sup-

port the GA recovery 

efforts as well.  As 

these new test areas 

grow, support of the 

legacy systems re-

mains--making the 

CSAR CTF a very 

busy place to work--ensuring the rescue com-

munity current/future needs will be met. 

     Although the organization has worn many 

hats over the years, the home of PR test at 

Nellis AFB will continue to provide combat 

rescue crews the tools needed to maximize 

their capabilities for combatant commanders.  

The CSAR CTF, along with HQ ACC and 

the weapons Systems Program Office (SPO) 

at Robins AFB, Georgia, are committed to 

advancing USAF PR capabilities globally 

through innovation, evaluation, implementa-

tion, and sustainment of their weapons and 

tactics.  The passion brought forth by all 

working personal recovery is understandable, 

because not only does their life depend on it, 

but so does someone elseôs.  Air Force Res-
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Personnel Recovery a Key Topic at Annual WEPTAC 

Nellis AFB, NEVADA 

     This yearsô Combat Air 

Forces (CAF) Weapons and 

T a c t i c s  C o n f e r e n c e 

(WEPTAC) was held the 

week of 11-15 January 

2010.   

     The theme for this yearôs 

WEPTAC was integrated 

air, space, and cyberspace 

capabilities.  Brigadier Gen-

eral Todd Wolters, Air 

Force Space Command 

(AFSPC) Director of Opera-

tions, presented the keynote 

speech that highlighted ca-

pabilities AFSPC has em-

ployed.  Many of todayôs 

Warfighters are unaware 

these capabilities even exist, 

not to mention the impact to 

operations which they can 

provide.  Additionally, the 

group received numerous 

briefings, including current 

threats (with emphasis on 

cyber threats), Operation 

Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and 

Operation Enduring Free-

dom (OEF) tactical chal-

lenges, irregular warfare, 

and cyberspace operations. 

     The PR Working Group reviewed of the 

results from the PR Tactics Review Board 

(TRB).  Major issues include a lack of a 

Common Operational Picture (COP) to the 

PR Task Force, as well as the daily taskings 

in support of OIF/OEF that degrade the tradi-

tional high-end Combat Search and Rescue 

(CSAR) capabilities.  Two related action 

items--the need for more training opportuni-

ties that include exercising PR Command and 

Control (C2); and the need for standardized 

Multi -service Tactics, Techniques, and Pro-

cedures (TTP) for immediate reactions to 

emerging missions, communication and in-

formation flow to the responding units, and 

asset allocation by the controlling authorities

--were also discussed. 

     Boeing provided a Combat Survivor 

Evader Locator (CSEL) radio update.  They 

noted that over 30,000 radios have been de-

livered to the field out of the approximately 

44,000 ordered.  The USAF has 6,400 units, 

with 6,000 more to be delivered in 2010.  

CSEL has been certified for use in, and de-

ployed to, the US Central Command 

(USCENTCOM) theater of operations.  Up-

grades to the system will provide web-based 

capabilities, Terminal Area Communication, 

and Terminal Area Guidance for better inte-

gration with the isolated personnel and on-

board systems. 

     Major Marty Crawford, CSAR CTF, pro-

vided a Test and Evaluation (T&E) update.  

He noted that there are 313 proposed tests on 

the Air Combat Command (ACC) Test Prior-

ity List, 37 of which are PR related. 

     Major Fitzpatrickôs Air National Guard 

and Air Force Reserve Test Center (AATC) 

briefing focused on A/OA-10 Research,   

Development, and Acquisition (RD&A) is-

sues and test priorities.  They are investigat-

ing a 3D audio system where different radio 

bands are projected to the pilotôs helmet re-

ceiver in different spatial areas.  This allows 

the listener to focus on a certain spatial area 

depending on which radio they want to hear 

and exclude the other areas. 

     Major Jose Agredano, 129 Operational 

Support Flight, Moffett Field, CA, provided 

a briefing on the HC-130 ñCombat King 

Conceptò that would use the platform as a 

battlefield airborne communications node.  

The unit also participated in Exercise BOLD 

QUEST 10, a Joint Personnel Recovery 

Agency (JPRA)-sponsored communications 

exercise.  Major lessons learned included the 

need for maximum interoperability with 

SANDY aircraft; and for the HC-130 to be 

effective in a digitally-assisted PR role, the 

entire PR team must have compatibility with 

Special Operations Forces (SOF) communi-

cations equipment. 

     Air Forces Central (AFCENT) PR Chief, 

Major Danny Amegin, provided an update on 

operations in the CENTCOM theater.  He 

noted that AFCENT has reorganized PR 

communications so that tasking authority 

now rests with the Joint Personnel Recovery 

Center for most missions and launch author-

ity for low and medium risk missions rests 

with the unit commander.  High risk missions 

still require Combined Force Air Component 

Commander approval.  He also noted that 

GA personnel will be designated as a sepa-

rate unit with their own commander while 

deployed.  The group discussed what hap-

pens if HH-60G, HC-130P, and GA unit 

commanders donôt agreeïin those cases the 

decision is bumped to next higher level. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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GAU-2 7.62 mm Minigun 

and discussed replacement 

part issues.   

     The group reviewed the 

topics for the working group 

outbrief.  These included:  

adding tail pylon strakes that 

would reduce tail rotor de-

mand and provide an in-

crease in power available; a 

low-level traffic collision 

avoidance system to decon-

flict and provide warning of 

uncontrolled tactical un-

manned aerial vehicle 

(UAV) operations in the low

-level battlespace (which 

could also be useful in an 

urban environment to sup-

port mass casualty opera-

tions); the retention of three 

RD&A items from last year-

-improved propulsion, im-

proved defensive systems, 

and an improved communi-

cations/navigation suite; and 

increased risks posed by a 

high OPSTEMPO in parallel 

with aircraft modernization 

and recapitalization efforts. 

(continued on next page) 

PR Discussions at Annual WEPTAC  (conôt.) 

     The PR working group concluded with an 

Open Forum to discuss PR issues.  Of note: 

There is more training needed for the entire 

CAF to help with getting more timely and 

accurate COP data to the PR Task Force; and 

Deployment rates degrade the PR forces abil-

ity to train to and sustain proficiency in the 

high-end PR missions. 

     The HH-60G Working Group began by 

reviewing the results of the HH-60G TRB.  It 

was decided to combine the Medium/High 

Altitude Test with the High Altitude Enroute 

Threat Avoidance Test and to send the HH-

60G updated flares to T&E.  Issues for the 

AFTTP 3-1.HH-60G include:  adding side-

fire procedures for the L-Attack gun patterns; 

adding single-ship gun patterns with other 

support assets; and (due to several inadver-

tent .50 cal weapon discharges on the 

ground) adding ñSurvivor/Team Placement 

in the Terminal Areaò considerations. 

     The group then proceeded to review the 

2009 Air Reserve Component (ARC) WEP-

TAC results (provided by Major Matt    

Wenthe.  Items of note included:  the ARC 

needs an increase in manning and funding to 

meet on-going Federal homeland security 

tasks, as well as additional funding for Air 

Expeditionary Force spin up training; RD&A 

issues, include Smart Multi-Function Color 

Display (SMFCD), Situational Awareness 

Data Link (SADL), an improved communi-

cations suite, engine inlet filtration systems, 

improved and advanced weapons, and full 

motion video/video downlink. 

     OEF Lessons Learned included:  speed 

into action and integration with all the play-

ers is key; and the CSAR skill set makes the 

USAF PR force the best Casualty Evacuation 

force in OEF.  

     Lt Col Jeff Peterson, AATC/PR, provided 

an AATC update.  Current HC-130 efforts 

include the carry on SADL kits, Real Time in 

the Cockpit solutions, and the 8.33 kHz radio 

upgrade.  There are no current GA tests.  

Current HH-60G efforts include a new GAU-

2 Minigun Electrical Control Unit, a gun fir-

ing angle limiter for the unit in Alaska to pre-

vent them from shooting off the landing gear 

skis, improving the Dillon Aero Weapons 

Parts stock, and SMFCD/SADL. 

     ACC/A8Rôs Maj Matt Heaton provided 

an HH-60G Weapon System Team update.  

He noted that concerns include declining air-

craft availability while supporting current 

operationsðthere are 15 major modifications 

on-goingðand the increasing age of the fleet 

that is now averaging over 5,000 hours and 

19.7 years.  He reviewed the HH-60 Opera-

tional Loss Replacement program and noted 

that ACC will purchase the first four UH-

60M aircraft in FY10 and modification kits 

to bring the aircraft up to HH-60G capabili-

ties.  Finally, he reviewed the HH-60G Re-

capitalization Program.  Funding starts in 

FY12 with deliveries to be determined; how-

ever, the aircraft type is unknown at this time 

and there will be no growth beyond the cur-

rent program of record of 112 aircraft. 

     Major Ryan Voneida, CSAR CTF, pro-

vided the group with an update on SADL 

testing, which is now complete.  Fielding 

was set to begin during the same month as 

the conference--January 2010.  He discussed 

the new and future capabilities, to include 

passing coordinates, 9- and 15-line briefings, 

and gaining situational awareness on all the 

participants. 

     Another CSAR CTF member, TSgt Travis 

Peterson, gave the group an update on the 

HH-60G WG 
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     Issues for integration with 

the Joint and Coalition Force 

include Integrated Broadcast 

Service receivers and SADL; 

the aforementioned tactical 

UAV issue; and the increas-

ing amount of networks 

available to receive mission 

notification and the lack of 

dedicated personnel to moni-

tor them all. 

     The Action Items include:  

operational unit needs vs 

formal schoolhouse curricu-

lum mismatches; improving 

visibility of in-theater ap-

proaches to reduce threats to 

safe aircraft operations; and 

requirement to establish a 

High Altitude/Mountainous 

Terrain Operations Training 

course. 

     Captain Bill Chase, 

CSAR CTF/GA Division 

Chief, opened the GA work-

ing group with an overview 

brief listing objectives ex-

pected from the group.  Ma-

jor Frazier, ACC/A3T, fol-
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PR Discussions at Annual WEPTAC  (conôt.) 
lowed with a briefing on unit Designed Op-

erational Capabilities statements and GA 

Mission Essential Task Lists.  Major Bris-

Bois, ACC/A8R-GA, followed those brief-

ings with a GA program update.  Finally, Mr. 

Putman provided an update on the status of 

GA testing.  The working group accepted the 

way ahead for the Urban Operations test and 

agreed on deliverables. 

     A general discussion of testing require-

ments, Tactics Improvement Proposal (TIP) 

procedures, and CAF/SOF integration/

cooperation was conducted.  It was agreed 

that Exercise ANGEL THUNDER is a good 

venue to use for future GA TTP development 

and testing.  Planners should coordinate with 

ACC and the CSAR CTF to facilitate good 

scenarios that lend themselves to TTP 

evaluations.  GA tactics need to be interoper-

able with other Serviceôs tactics to the maxi-

mum extent possible, as Joint operations are 

key in todayôs military. 

     Major Bris-Bois briefed his concept for a 

GA Field Training Unit (FTU).  The FTU 

would fix many issues plaguing GA units, 

including 3-level upgrades, mission ready 

upgrades, paramedic re-certifications, ad-

vanced qualifications, team leader upgrades, 

to name a few.  The working group endorsed 

the overall concept. 

     The final working group outbrief to the 

ACC commander included topics such as 

increased risks (force structure limitations 

with surge taskings and lack of integration 

into the Command, Control, Communica-

tions, Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance, 

and Reconnaissance (C4ISR) architecture); 

critical GA RD&A issues (integration into 

C4ISR architecture and distributed mission 

operations linked virtual simulators); and GA 

action items (inefficient unit training pro-

grams impacted by operations tempo and 

manpower growth, and no FTU). 

     The HC/MC-130P Working Group began 

on Wednesday afternoon and consisted of a 

series of briefings to support the develop-

ment of an issues brief that the working 

group lead would brief to COMACC.  The 

briefings included an HC-130 Overview 

briefing; TIP to Test 101 briefing; HC-130 

System Program Office Update; HC 130 Re-

cap Update; KC-130J Harvest Hawk brief-

ing; SADL Update; Joint Precision Airdrop 

System (JPADS) test results briefing; and 

HC-130 Weapons School Discussion. 

     Mr. Greg Barber, CSAR CTF, reviewed 

recent test results for the HC-130, including 

JPADS test results.  The test determined that 

JPADS is not only effective and suitable for 

PR operations; it also expands the envelope 

for simultaneously inserting equipment and 

personnel. 

     Lt Col Dave Meggett provided an excel-

lent Africa Command (AFRICOM) briefing.  

He stated that AFRICOM has a very large 

area of responsibility (AOR) divided into 

multiple sectors.  AFRICOM has a need for 

dedicated PR Forces within the AOR that 

remains unfilled at this time. 

     Mr. Brad Barber provided an HC-130 

SADL briefing.  Some ARC aircraft are cur-

rently equipped with SADL.  There is a 

funded program to upgrade the radios on all 

HC-130s and, thanks to excess equipment 

provided by the ARC, active duty HC-130s 

will be equipped with SADL as well. 

     Lockheed Martin provided an update on 

the HC-130J program and its various phases. 

(continued on page 13) 

Guardian Angel WG 

HC/MC-130P WG 
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ICBM security forces. 

     Not a farm team with a 

non-demanding mission and 

no career potential any more.  

This is a vital mission with 

critical consequences; a mis-

sion which will continue to 

evolve new mission require-

ments, requiring creative 

solutions and dedicated pro-

fessionals.  A mission with a 

future! 

     Text provided by Kelly 

Andersen and Karen Cox. 

     Mr. Andersen is a com-

mand pilot in UH-1/HH-60 

aircraft and served on AETC 

and 20AF staffs.  Ms. Cox is 

the former H-1 Program 

Mgr at AF Space Command.  

They are both Senior Opera-

tions Analysts at Pioneer 

Technologies Corporation. 

     There are many myths and misperceptions 

about the UH-1 Intercontinental Ballistic 

Missile (ICBM) Security Support Mission in 

the United States Air Force.  For the longest 

time it was viewed as a ñfarm teamò for other 

missions in the USAF with no real mission of 

its own, that the mission was not demanding, 

and that there was no career potential for 

young officers and NCOs as they entered 

into ICBM helicopter operations.  Not the 

case anymore. 

     The post Vietnam dispersal of H-1s to 

F.E. Warren AFB, Malmstrom AFB, and 

Minot AFB more than likely lent to the 

above view.  There were many more units 

that continued to operate under the Combat 

Search and Rescue (CSAR) mission area 

than these three that provided helicopter sup-

port to the ICBM missile wings under 41st 

Rescue Weather Reconnaissance Wing, Mili-

tary Airlift Command.  However, as we saw 

the end of 23rd Air Force and the parceling 

of these CSAR units out to, among others, 

Air Force Space Command, Air Education 

Training Command, Air Combat Command, 

and Air Force Special Operations Command, 

we experienced the demise of well defined 

missions, the closure of over half of the units, 

and the end of an era.  The ICBM units were 

left to be farm teams with a limited mission 

definition and limited potential. 

     That has changed.  For the past twenty 

years ï due to the vigilance of some true be-

lievers ï the ICBM security mission has been 

redefined and it is time for the Air Force to 

understand that these units are not just farm 

teams with no future for their NCOs and offi-

cers.  We have seen the Helicopter Detach-

ments become Helicopter Squadrons, with 

leadership positions sought after from all 

helicopter mission areas.  The units have ma-

tured from daytime and very limited night-

time operations to units that now provide 

ICBM security support missions 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week.  We have watched them 

develop from unaided operations to opera-

tions with panoramic NVGs and FLIR, with 

a well established tactics program and re-

cently published 3-1 and 3-3 Tactics Tech-

niques and Procedures manuals, and a re-

cently completed weapons and tactics pro-

gram management course that pulls together 

missile security, missile maintenance, missile 

operations, and helicopter operations into a 

single community dedicated to Nuclear Secu-

rity. 

     This change does not stop here.  We will 

continue to watch this mission grow to meet 

the need.  In the not too distant future we will 

see it accomplishing 24/7 alert operations, 

continued development of night tactical for-

mation operations, armed helicopter support, 

the eventual replacement of the UH-1N with 

the Common Vertical Lift Support Platform, 

and the continued development of the heli-

copter tactics courses at Camp Guernsey with 

ICBM Security:  Not Just a Farm Team Anymore 

The UH-1N Huey is a light-lift Air Force utility helicopter used for support of Department 
of Defense contingency plans. The helicopter has a number of uses. Its primary mission 
includes airlift of emergency security and disaster response forces, medical evacuation, secu-
rity surveillance of off-base movements of nuclear weapons convoys and test range areas 
during launch conditions.  It is also used for space shuttle landing support, priority mainte-
nance dispatch support, and search and rescue operations.  Other uses include airlift of 
missile support personnel, airborne cable inspections, and distinguished visitor transport. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Andy Dunaway) 












